
!  Age:	  	  30	  

!  Where	  I	  grew	  up:	  Gig	  Harbor,	  WA	  

!  High	  School:	  	  Gig	  Harbor	  High	  School	  

!  Favorite	  subjects	  in	  high	  school:	  	  Social	  Studies	  and	  Literature	  

!  College	  (undergraduate):	  University	  of	  Washington	  

!  Some	  of	  my	  favorite	  things:	  	  bicycling,	  reading	  (for	  fun!),	  cooking	  
dinner	  

!  Something	  weird	  about	  me:	  	  I’ve	  travelled	  on	  my	  own	  on	  bus	  across	  
South	  America	  and	  lived	  down	  there	  on	  farms	  in	  the	  jungle	  and	  cabins	  
in	  the	  mountains.	  	  	  

!  What	  I	  think	  or	  do	  when	  I	  get	  frustrated:	  	  Take	  a	  deep	  breath,	  eat	  a	  
little	  bit	  of	  chocolate,	  and	  save	  that	  thought	  for	  later	  in	  the	  day	  when	  I	  
can	  go	  outside	  for	  a	  run!	  

	  

	  

 

Some	  stuff	  about	  me:	  
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http://scwibles.ucsc.edu	  

Santa	  Cruz-‐Watsonville	  
Inquiry-‐Based	  Learning	  in	  Environmental	  Sciences 

What	  I	  study	  	  

I	  travel	  to	  rural	  communities	  impacted	  both	  economically	  
and	  environmental	  by	  natural	  resource	  development.	  On	  
one	  such	  occasion	  in	  Southeast	  Alaska	  I	  had	  the	  chance	  to	  sit	  
up	  front	  in	  a	  “water	  taxi”,	  otherwise	  known	  as	  a	  sea	  plane.	  	  
We	  were	  travelling	  to	  a	  proposed	  mine	  to	  take	  water	  quality	  
samples.	  

Why are roads, reservoirs, cities, farms, gas 
stations, and parks located where they are? 
I’m interested in the historic intersection of 
laws, economies, physical geographic 
features, and political realities that shape 
people, places & things! 

Have you ever gone to the beach or on a 
hike and noticed the signs with rules for what 
you can & cannot do? These are more than 
just rules; they are land uses that codify 
access & embody the different perspectives 
of recreationists & land managers over 
natural amenities.  

Think of your favorite place in nature. What 
makes it valuable to you? Is it the unique 
ecology (interactions of plants & animals) or 
is because you enjoy doing something fun 
there like riding your bike. How we value 
the environment is a  reflection for how we 
value ourselves. 

I study the social and political aspects of natural resources and commodities (aka things you 
use everyday that come from the earth). Did you know that the metal in your phone is 
mined? How about your toothpaste? And the toaster? Below is a potassium nitrate mine in 
Chile. This material is used to make fertilizer for field crops like those in Watsonville. The rail 
cars above are full of coal from Wyoming which is used to produce electricity but coal-fired 
power plants aren’t allowed in California because of the poor air quality they produce. Where 
does stuff come? How does it get here? Why do we need it? And is there enough left? 


